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HATE IN FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS: THE
PERMANENCE OF AN INFANTICIDE
SHADOW IN FREUDIAN CULTURE

Rezumat: The German story “Struwwelpeter” (Shockheaded Peter or Slovenly Peter), remarked and
appreciated by S. Freud, was created by a pediatrician, Heinrich Hoffmann. This story refers to
the phantasms associated with the relationships between parents and children in all ten illustrated
storiettes that it consists of. We will study these three stories that have as a common point the presence
of an infanticidal desire, the expression of a primary phantasm regarding the parricidal phantasm. We
also find this problematics in the clinical study of a case that stages the paternity stakes at child birth,
more precisely the context of father-son relationship.
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